
CALL FOR PAPERS 

II CONVEGNO AISTHIM 

 

L’Associazione Italiana di Studi Tibetani Himalayani e Mongoli (AISTHiM 

https://www.aisthim.com/) indice il suo Secondo Convegno presso la Sapienza Università di 

Roma dal 7 al 9 Luglio 2021. Tutti i soci regolarmente iscritti e gli studiosi interessati ad 

associarsi sono invitati a partecipare. 

 

Tema del convegno: 

Traditions, Translations and Transitions in the Cultural History of Tibet, the Himalayas 

and Mongolia 

 

In ragione delle stringenti scadenze per richieste di finanziamento in corso, si prega gentilmente 

di inviare entro e non oltre Mercoledì 3 Giugno 2020 i dati relativi a 

Nome e Cognome 

Affiliazione Istituzionale 

Indirizzo Email preferito 

Titolo del contributo (anche se provvisorio, in italiano o in inglese) 

 

all'indirizzo 

AISTHIMSAPIENZA2021@GMAIL.COM 

 

Gli Abstracts, di 250-500 parole max, potranno essere inviati all'indirizzo suddetto entro e non 

oltre la fine di Settembre 2020. 

Si prevede la pubblicazione in lingua inglese dei contributi ammessi per i tipi della Serie Orientale 

Roma (S.O.R., IsMEO). 

 

Il Comitato Organizzativo del Convegno è a disposizione per eventuali chiarimenti, e 

nell'auspicare una vostra gradita partecipazione invia cordiali saluti. 

Davor Antonucci 

Michela Clemente 

Mara Matta 

Donatella Rossi 

Davide Torri 

  



 

Traditions, Translations and Transitions in the Cultural History of Tibet, the Himalayas 

and Mongolia 

 

Culture is about change. There are no cultural traditions which can survive without changing, 

adapting, and transitioning over time and across space. Traditions are constantly reinvented, 

creatively interrupted, or imaginatively reinvigorated.  Finding themselves in a permanent state of 

transition to something new and to something different, ‘traditions’ and ‘innovations’ are 

historical and cultural processes far from opposite to each other. There is a growing consensus 

among scholars and researchers that they are, on the contrary, very interconnected. Through the 

establishment of corridors, correlations and connections, this global phenomenon of 

interdependence of tradition/innovation can be examined as a process of cross-fertilizing acts of 

‘translations’ and ‘transitions’. Not just linguistic translations or material transitions, but also the 

translatability of symbolic tools and images, the transferability of cultural capital and the 

fortunate trajectory of philosophical concepts and religious practices have begun receiving a great 

deal of attention. 

However, despite the transcultural turn affecting many disciplines, not so much has been 

published on the cultural history of Tibet, the Himalayas and Mongolia. In these areas, the 

cultural transmissions from one person to another, the inheritance of a cultural memory from a 

group to another – across generations and across spatiality –is at stake for various reasons, linked 

to the  historical and political conditions of the countries of these vast Asian area, the effects of 

globalization on the social and economic conditions of the populations that inhabit it, and the 

linguistic and cultural hegemonies that risk to obliterate many languages, literatures, and art 

productions. 

Since researches on the transitional processes and insight into the cultural trajectories of 

Tibet, Mongolia and the Himalayas are still few in number, there is a pressing need to develop 

more work on the shifting cultural, religious, artistic, and linguistic patterns of meaning, 

symbolism and ‘tradition’. 

In this conference we invite scholars of Tibetan, Himalayan and Mongolian studies to fill 

this gap by reflecting on the changes that have transformed the cultural traditions of these 

countries in the past as in the present. The conference invites contributions from Italian scholars 

working on different fields and disciplines, such as linguistics, history, philosophy, religions, 

literatures, anthropology, medicine, yoga, visual and performing arts, gender, cinema, 

environment, fashion and food studies, and more. 


